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THE US. EPA EARVARKED $2.2 BLLION THS YEAR FOR THE GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INTIATIVE, WHGHWILL HELPADVANGEA % 2010
NUVBER OF THE COVPREHENSIVE ALANS RESOURCE CONSERVATION GOALS. o .
. KENDOVANZG/ELICKR Elemental gives
la George B. Post's
Z-. Chicago has long been hailed for bold, visionary planning, but it has been some time since the city Gothic City College
memsmm e | embarked on a comprehensive plan—101 years, in fact. The Windy City is now rekindling that spirit of landmark a long-in-
‘ ambitious urban thinking with GO TO 2040, calling for a complete reevaluation of growth in the seven- coming...
county Chicago region. UK Firm Hits Pay Dirt
While the hallmark of the Burnham plan was “make no small plans,” Chicago’s new endeavor is no less —::l-olztz)mtown OKC
optimistic, if slightly more financially pragmatic. GO TO 2040 calls for a concerted effort to rethink land London-based Allford
development, transportation, energy, education, and quality of life, focusing on four related areas: livable Hall Monaghan Morris
communities, human capital, efficient governance, and regional mobility. lands 12 separate
. - . . projects to reinvent...
GO TO 2040 is the result of three years of research and public input from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency
for Planning (CMAP), an entity formed in 2005 and charged with coordinating regional growth. %W
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The plan was unanimously adopted by
community leaders on October 13, and
will guide the city well into the 21st

ii = | century. At the heart of the over 400-
page document is how to handle growth

“ =N H in a region expecting 2.4 million

o additional residents. Part of that solution
ERYS - is found in extensive infill development

3 on over 100,000 vacant acres within the

metropolitan boundary to increase
density and create walkable centers.

Rather than continue an unsustainable
auto-dominant development pattern
already deeply rooted in the region, GO
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TO 2040 suggests compact
communities where owning a carisnota | mi=™ i
prerequisite. =
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THE FLAN SHOWS PROPERTIES WITHN FBEVA'S 100-YEAR FLOODRLAIN, WITH
DARKERAREAS INDICATINGA HGHER NUVBER OF VULNERABLE PARCHLS.
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A variety of systematic policy changes
are proposed that overhaul how
transportation projects are funded.
Among the most ambitious proposals is
the redistribution of transportation
dollars within lllinois. Currently, Chicago receives only 45 percent of state transportation funding, despite
having 66 percent of the state’s population.

Tax codes are also slated for an overhaul. Policies that promote “big box” sprawl will be reevaluated for an
approach favoring greater regional economic benefits. In a move expected to generate some controversy,
the plan also proposes an eight-cent increase in gas taxes and new user fees to fund projects, including
expanding transit.

AMONG THE LSAREA NUVBER OF MAJOR TRANSIT, HGHWAY, AND MULTIMODAL PROJECTS, ALONG WITH POLICY
RECOMVENDATIONS TO BETTER FUND PUBLIC TRANSFORTATION (CLICK TO ZOOM).
COURTESY CVAP

Chicago’s vision has already received an initial boost from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Senator Dick Durbin announced a $4.25 million Sustainable Communities Regional Planning
grant program to help integrate housing, land use, and infrastructure investment.

“GO TO 2040 is a forward-thinking plan that will help Chicagoland maintain its position as one of the
nation’s foremost economic and cultural centers,” Durbin said in a release. “Today’s funding will give GO
TO 2040 more resources to achieve their goal of helping the nearly 300 communities around Chicago
create and implement a comprehensive plan for a sustainable future.”
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“I've been a Vechorworks user since the iate 80%, and 2071 is by
far the strongest landscape design software | have used.”
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